The first twenty-two pages are devoted to a historical outline, well-balanced and reasonably comprehensive, but requiring skillful teaching for integration.
The text material can be covered in one semester of ordinary college work, and would seem to lend itself especially well to a year course divided by semesters between zoology and botany.
-WM. H. SAWYER, JR.
HANDBOOK OF PHYSIOLOGY AND BIOCHEMISTRY. By R. J. S.
McDowall. The Blakiston Co., Philadelphia, 1946. 39th Edition, 898 pp., $7.
The present volume is a direct descendant of Kirkes' Physiology, which has been popular as a text-book for medical students for just short of a century. There is no question that the reader will find here much bed-rock material pertaining to both physiology and physiological chemistry. He will seek in vain, however, for many of the recent developments, indeed, the presentation is all too often attuned to the point of view of 10 to 20 years ago rather than to current concepts. This is particularly deplorable, since three "revisions" have appeared during the past 5 years.
-M. TAGER
ELEMENTS OF GENETICS (MENDEL'S LAWS OF HEREDITY WITH SPECIAL APPLICATION TO MAN)
. By Edward C. Colin. New (2nd, 1946) Edition. The Blakiston Company, Philadelphia. xiii + 402 pp., $3.50.
The present edition of this book is an effort to bring up to date a text which has dealt primarily with the basic problems of genetics in a rather elementary manner. The plan of the book has not been altered essentially, but some material has been added concerning studies in human heredity, particularly on the subject of blood groups, as well as a more detailed discussion of probability. The book would meet the requirements of students in a general biology course at the
